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Senate

Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources

Senate Bill 38

Relating to: issuing annual vehicle admission receipts for motor buses for entry to state parks and
other vehicle admission areas under the jurisdiction of the Department of Natural Resources.

By Senators A. Lasee and Grothman; cosponsored by Representatives Bies, Kaufert, Nygren,
Spanbauer, Townsend and A. Ott.

February 03, 2009

February 19, 2009

February 26, 2009

Referred to Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources.
PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present: @) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie and
Grothman.
Absent: 0) None.

Appearances For

. Garey Bies, Sister Bay

. A.J Frank, Sturgeon Bay

. Chet Gurlach, Madison — Association of Wisconsin Tourism Attractions

Appearances Against
. None.

Appearances for Information Only
. Kimberly Currie, Madison — Department of Natural Resources

Registrations For
. None.

Resistrations Against
. None.

Registrations for Information Only
° None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present:  (7) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie and
Grothman.



July 16, 2009

Absent: (0) None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present: (7) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie and
Grothman.
Absent: 0) None.

Moved by Senator Plale, seconded by Senator Sullivan that Senate Substitute
Amendment 1 be recommended for adoption.

Ayes: (7) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie
and Grothman.
Noes: (0) None.

ADOPTION OF SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 RECOMMENDED,
Ayes 7, Noes O

Moved by Senator Grothman, seconded by Senator Plale that Senate Bill 38 be
recommended for passage as amended.

Ayes: (7) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie
and Grothman.
Noes: (0) None.

PASSAGE AS AMENDED RECOMMENDED, Ayes 7, Noes 0

Elizabeth Novak
Committee Clerk
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Annual Vehicle Admission Stickers for Motor Buses (SB 38)
Senate Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural
Resources
Testimony Submitted by State Senator Alan Lasee
February 19, 2009

Good morning Chairman Holperin and members of the committee. Thank
you for scheduling Senate Bill 38 for a public hearing today. I apologize that
I am not able to be in Madison today to speak with you. I know that
Representative Bies will be in attendance to speak to and answer any
questions you might have.

This bill was drafted at the request of my constituent who owns and operates
Door County Trolley, Inc. It is my understanding that he will be in
attendance to offer his perspective on how this bill will impact his business.

Briefly, this bill would allow the DNR to issue annual stickers for buses from
Wisconsin as well as other states and sets a fee schedule accordingly.
Currently, vehicles entering our state parks can purchase either daily or
annual stickers upon a fee payment. This does not apply, however, to motor
buses, as they must purchase a daily pass each time they enter a state park.

The intent of this bill is to provide parity for all vehicles and to increase
exposure to our state paiks by those who are passengers on motor buses. As
you know, our state parks are a valuable resource and important tool for our
tourism industry. We must do all we can to promote our state parks, and this
bill is a positive step in that dircction.

Thank you aga:r [or holding this hearing. I join Rep. Bies in asking for your
support of this bill. Please contact me should you have any follow up
questions after the hearing.
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Written Testimony of Representative Garey Bies
Senate Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry and Natural Resources
Senate Bill 38 — State Park Bus Pass

Good moming Chairperson Holperin and committee members, I appreciate the opportunity to submit my
testimony in support of Senate Bill 38, relating to annual state park passes for commercial motor buses.

I have introduced this legislation on behalf of the Door County Trolley that operates daily tours to
Peninsula State Park. Currently, annual passes are not available for buses that operate to our state’s parks.
As a result some bus operators, like Door County Trolley, can rack up significant costs as each operating
bus must purchase a daily pass. AJ Frank from Door County Trolley is here to testify today and will
provide a better illustration of how current law affects there business.

This legislation establishes an annual pass for motor buses to Wisconsin’s state parks. Under Senate Bill
38, an annual pass for a Wisconsin registered motor bus will cost $299.50 plus 50 cents for the issuance
fee for a total of $300. A pass for each additional bus operated by the same company would cost an
additional $50. An annual pass for a bus registered by an out of state company will cost $450 with $50
for each additional bus under the same company.

Senate Bill 38 can be of great benefit to our small tour operators who are in the business of bringing
visitors to our state’s parks. Under current law the fees can be difficult for a small company to absorb and
I respectfully request your support of SB 38 in committee.

Thank you.

Feust foe Wisconsin!

Capitol: P.O. 8952, Madison, Wil 53708-8952 « (608) 266-5350 « Fax: (608) 282-3601
Toll-Free: (888) 482-0001 « Rep.Bies@legis.wi.gov
www.legis.state. wi.us/assembly/asm0l/news/
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Custom Trolley Rental i

¢ The troliey tour was the first thing we did

Book the trolley for your weddings, ] f‘wc”t: part
family reunions, buslness group ) OF this year's vacation.
or next birthday party! A SN T
“
“ I, ' They took us to places on the peninsula,
¢ Go Allb ere: s only a private investigator would have found! **
¢ {Daniei, Mt, Prospect, 1L}

Capacity of 21 to 25 individuals.
in-trolley speaker system.
Comfortable, cushloned seats.

Heated and endosed for year-round activities.

& The ‘Lighthiouse Trolley Tour was a great way
to see Door County’s Lighthouses
and the area’s beauty.””

. Birﬁdﬂy Parties (Eric, Minneapolis, MN)
: meiesll‘estfwls 6 Those trolley guldes, Gary and John, are awesome!®?
. Famnly Reunions ‘ (Barbara and Phil, Oshkosh, Wi
+ Business Group Outings
+ Customized Tours

Memories are made by
remembering the past.

R—

Wedding Charters
Call (920) 868-1100 for details. 920'868'“00
This service is avallable year-round. www.doorcounmrouey.com
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“Trolley Tours!

Half the Fun is Getting There!

www doorcountytrolley com



Door Counly Trolley Lidhthouse Tour "_"f(."""‘_““‘“ #  Ghost Tours
et of Door County

Step aboard the "trofley
of the doomed” as
we share tales of
ghostly sunken ships,
haunted lighthouses
and mysterfous
happenings on the darker side of
this spirited peninsula. Join our
scary, funi and Informative fright
filted tour, that is truly one of a
kind. Duration: 90 Minutes.

Departs from
Orchard Country Winery
{1/2 mile south of Fish Creek

on Highway 42)

Our "Old Time" trolley will pick you up and navigate you to Door County's most treasured - '

lighthouses. Experfence these majestic Landmarks, tucked away In the Peninsula's hidden bays and There!
v coves. Top It off with a fabulous scenic lunch and you'll see why this is our most popular tour

Door County Trolley visits these lighthouses

L Fish Croek - Lagle Bluff Lighthouse 2. Balleys Harbor - Cana Island Lighthouse

. 3. Balleys Marbor - Range Lighes L. Sturgeon Bay - Canal Station Lighthouse g
- The Trolley Lighthouse Tour has 2 plckup locations. )

1) Doot County Maritime Museum in Sturgeon Bay at 930 am
2) Orchard Country Winery at 10:00 am, (1/2 mile south of Fish Creek on Highway 42)

m “aul.n lhrough Friday -« June through October - $53 + tax, per person

Mable! - Call for reservations or detalls

A AL
for
2008!

Premier Wine Tour of Door Counly

Experience the VIP Tour of the “Boutique Winery™ area of the Midwest

Wine Reglon. Meet one on one with the vintners of these Individual wineries
that produce treasured label, high quality wines. Lach of the four Door
County Award Winning Winerles visited will have “cellar door” tastings

y'  emphasizing Red, White, Port (dessert) and Flt Wines. Top It all off with

" achel prepased gourmet lunch at the beautiful Inn at Cedar Crossing

Tours depart 10 am. from Orchard Country Winery
(1/2 mile south of Fish Creek on Highway 42)

Nightly Ghost Tours

$21 + tax - Adults
$16 + tax - Kids 2-10 yrs

Limited seating
avallable!
Calt for
reservations
or detalls

Monday through Friday - §53 + tax. per person
Duration: 5 Hours - Includes chauffeured trolley,
wine tours and tastings and gourmet funch.

Door Counly Trolley
o Narrated Seenie Tour

Take an “Oid Time' Trolley ride and see breathtaking vistas
from Door County's scenic bluffs overlooking the Islands. As we
traverse the land, we'll share the legend and lore unique to sach oo
area. Don't forget to bring your camera! Learn from the locals the - ’ Located at Orchard Country Winery
best places to wine. dine and relax. Duration: 60 minutes. - 1/2 Mile South of Fish Creek

This tour starts at Orchard Country Winery
{1/2 mile south of Fish Creek on Highwiry 42)

4 Tours Daily * $13 + tax - Adults * $8 + tax - Kids 2-10yrs.

A\ www doorcountytrolley com




